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On March 14, former Bolivian dictator Luis Garcia Meza was turned over to Bolivian authorities
by the Brazilian Military Police and taken to the maximum security prison of Chonchocoro near La
Paz. Garcia Meza faces a 30-year sentence for human rights abuses during his 18 months in office
in 1980-81. The 64-year-old former general was handed over to Bolivian authorities in the Brasilia
airport, six days after the Brazilian Supreme Court (Supremo Tribunal Federal, STF) denied his last
appeal to stay his extradition.
Garcia Meza came to power after a bloody coup on July 17, 1980 the 189th in Bolivia's 154 years of
independence which ousted interim president Lidia Gueiler Tejada. Garcia Meza was overthrown
in August 1981 by Gen. Celso Torrelio Villa, and went into hiding in 1989. However, he was tried in
absentia in a seven-year trial that was called "the trial of the century," and found guilty in 1993 on
49 counts that included genocide, sedition, torture, and killing of political prisoners (see NotiSur,
10/28/94). Garcia Meza was finally arrested by Brazilian Federal Police in March 1994 in Sao Paulo
(see NotiSur, 03/19/94). In October 1994, the STF agreed to Bolivia's request for extradition, but
Garcia Meza began a series of appeals which were finally exhausted last week.
The last appeal was a handwritten petition by Garcia Meza asking Brazilian President Fernando
Henrique Cardoso to grant clemency. Even after arriving at the airport, Garcia Meza attempted
to stop his extradition, claiming health problems. He was taken to a nearby clinic where doctors
determined that he could be sent to Bolivia. According to the human rights organization Amnesty
International, more than 1,000 persons were killed by the military while Garcia Meza was in power.
The former dictator and his associates are also accused of having turned the country into a center
for drug trafficking and of collaborating with former Nazi officials to set up an international terrorist
organization. (Sources: Deutsche Press Agentur, Notimex, Reuter, 03/14/95; Associated Press,
03/15/95)
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